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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back to Spring Term 1 at Bracken 
Leas! We hope the children have had a lovely 
Christmas break and are ready for all of the 
exciting experiences we have for this half term. 
We will be finding out about different animals 
from all around the world and also look 
forward to learning about different cultures 
through the celebration of Chinese New Year.  

Spring Term will start by thinking about new 
challenges that encourage the children to try 
and learn different skills. We always 
encourage the children to be independent with 
sorting their own belongings at the start and 
end of the day. This term we will also start to 
set the children more ‘must do’ challenges for 
writing and maths in provision. 

We are lucky to be able to continue ‘Forest 
School’ sessions on a Monday afternoon. 
Please ensure that your child’s wellies and 
bags are named. It is a great opportunity for a 
different type of learning. Additionally we will 
still be cooking with the children, where they 
are learning a variety of life skills. Keep an eye 
on Class Dojo for reminders about our 
upcoming activities. We will also be adding 
weekly posts on Tapestry to share our 
learning from phonics and this will include 
video clips and links for you to use at home 
tio support your child's learning. 

These additional activities are provided 
through the voluntary Spring Term donations. 
May we thank you in advance for your 
donations this term.  

 

WOW Opportunities in Spring 1: 
 

• RaptorXotics visit: 19th January  2026 

• As part of our nocturnal 
animal week the children 
are being visited by a 
barn owl, white faced owl 
and a hawk.  
 

• We are also hoping to meet some exciting 
pets such as snakes, lizards, African land 
snails, bearded dragon and goats. If you 
have any of these, please get in touch.  

EYFS need help to re 

stock our junk model-

ling regularly with any 

small boxes and tubes.  

 

.  

Please ensure that all uniform, 

PE kits and wellies are named 

and brought to school in a 

named bag. 

Forest School will  be every Monday 
afternoon. 

  

Personal,  
Social and 
Emotional  

Development 

Taking turns and sharing fairly. 
Continuing to follow the rules and 
boundaries in Early Years. 
Thinking about how ourselves and 
others feel.  
Follow instructions involving several 
ideas or actions. 
Practising self-care skills, e.g. putting on 
a coat. 

Communicati
on &  

Language 
  

Speaking in small and large groups. 
Talking about things we like. 
Listening carefully to our friends and to 
the adults.  

Physical  
Development 

  

Develop body strength, co-ordination, 
balance and agility.  
Develop a range of ball skills.  
Develop small motor skills to use a 
range of tools confidently and safely. 

Literacy 
  

Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them.  
Blend sounds to read small words.  
Form lower case and capital letters 
correctly. 
Begin to spell simple words by 
identifying the sounds in them. 

Maths 
  

Count objects and actions to 10.  
Make comparisons between amounts 
and objects. 
Fast recognition of amounts up to 5. 
Understand the one more/ one less 
relationship between numbers.  

Understandin
g the World 

  

Finding similarities and differences with 
our friends. 
Recognise that people have different 
beliefs and celebrate special times in 
different ways. 

Expressive 
Arts &  
Design 

  

Exploring a variety of media. 
Talking about our creations. 
Telling stories in our small world and 
role play. 


